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ASK THE EXPERT

Citrus Pest and Disease
Prevention Program

Tom Shea

Citrus Pest & Disease
Prevention Program
californiacitrusthreat.org
tshea@ucdavis.edu
951-683-6491, ext. 224

With the recent Huanglongbing (HLB)
disease infected citrus tree discovery in
Hacienda Heights, CA, along with the
infected Asian Citrus Psyllid (ACP) find at
the same site, this is a time to even be more
vigilant in looking for this psyllid, as well
as, any sign of the HLB disease on your
backyard citrus trees. By the way, both the
disease infected tree and psyllid have been
destroyed to protect all our citrus trees. If
you don’t recall what to look for remember
that the Paramount Chamber of Commerce
office has bookmarks and flyers with color
photographs of the Asian Citrus Psyllid and
the Huanglongbing disease that are available
for free. Take some extras to share with
friends and neighbors as we must all work to
together to save our citrus. Furthermore, you
can go to the website californiacitrusthreat.
org to get updated information on ACP and
HLB in California.

Follow these pointers to help STOP the

spread of the HLB disease

* Don’t take or move cuttings from
backyard citrus plants from one property to
another. Keep homegrown citrus at home.

* Buy citrus trees only from reputable
local nurseries (with CDFA tags).

* Cooperate if county or state inspectors
ask to place insect traps on your property to
find Asian Citrus Psyllids.

* Report citrus trees and plants that
seem to be sick or dying, even though they
also appear to be well-watered and well-
maintained, by calling the CDFA hotline
at 800-491-1899.

One of the best ways to keep your citrus
trees healthy and better able to fight any and
all diseases is to keep them well fed. It is
best to fertilize your citrus trees lightly and
regularly throughout the year. If you are
in a frost/freeze zone then fertilize from
March to October. Wet the soil first, then
sprinkle fertilizer like pepper on eggs and
then water the fertilizer into the soil — best
with a hose to really drive the fertilizer
down into the soil. Don’t forget that citrus
trees need nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and
potassium (K) plus zinc (Zn), iron (Fe) and
manganese (Mn).

“Save our citrus - Don’t move citrus!”

Teen Drivers

By Maria F. Galli
State Farm Insurance
562-817-5620

So, your teenage son or daughter wants
todrive! Suddenly, driving has become one
of the most important things in your child’s
life. Scary,isn’tit?

Naturally, you may dread the increase in
your auto insurance premiums. However,
there is a lot more at stake than higher pre-
miums. As parents, we all share the fear
of our children becoming involved in an
automobile accident. These concerns are
all too often confirmed by the reality of teen
crash statistics.

Although premiums are derived from the
monetary cost of auto accidents, lives are
priceless. No amount of premium can ever
bring back a life or reverse disabilities.

Let’s look at how to reduce accidents:

* Drive defensively. Watch out for the
other person.

* Obey the speed limit. Speed increases
the likelihood of an accident. And adjust
your speed according to the road condi-
tions. Drive more slowly on wet or icy
pavement.

* As important as your driving skill,
or aptitude, is your attitude. Always act
responsibly behind the wheel.

There’s no doubt your age has a lot to do
with your chance of being in an accident. A
study by the California Department of Motor
Vehicles, for example, found that although
teen-agers drive only half as many miles as
adults, their accident rate per mile is four
times the adult rate.

We’d all like to pay less for auto insur-
ance. Here are a couple ways that your
child can help:

1. Many insurance companies offer
lower rates to young, single drivers who are
better-than-average students in high school
or college. They do that because statistics
show good students have considerably fewer
accidents than students whose grades are
average or below average.

2.0Obey all traffic laws. You can’t always
avoid an accident, but you can avoid traf-
fic tickets, which can cause your insurance
premiums to go up.

Contact your local insurance agent for
more information on how to protect your
teen driver and save at the time with great
personalized coverage.
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BUSINESS CORNER

10 Tips for Crowd Funding Your Business

By RIEvVA LESONSKY

Crowd funding—raising funds
from “crowds” of individuals online
via websites like Kick starter and In-
dieGoGo—has been used to finance
thousands of projects, inventions and
businesses in the past few years. Now,
a provision of the recently enacted
JOBS Act, called the CROWDFUND
Act, will greatly expand entrepre-
neurs’ ability to raise money by crowd
funding. Here are 10 steps to success-
ful crowd funding.

1. Consult a professional. The
CROWDFUND Act seeks to lower the
cost of raising capital by exempting
companies raising $1 million or less
from registering their offering with
the SEC. But although you are exempt
from registration, you’re not exempt
from regulation. Always consult with
a professional investment consultant
or attorney versed in securities law
before embarking on any crowd fund-
ing venture.

2. Understand the two types of
crowd funding. Previously, crowd
funding sites could be used only
to get donations (or pledges). The
CROWDFUND Act expands the op-
tions by allowing entrepreneurs to
solicit investments of up to $1 million
annually via crowd funding websites.
Unlike donors, these investors actually
own a piece of the company and can
realize a return on their investment if
the company succeeds.

3. Don’t jump the gun. The pro-
cess for crowd funding donations
hasn’t changed, but the SEC regula-
tions regarding crowd funding invest-
ments and nonaccredited investors
won’t be set until January 2013. You
will be able to crowd fund from ac-
credited investors (those whose net
worth, excluding the value of their
primary residence, is over $1 million)
beginning July 4, 2012, but you will
have to wait until after January 2013
to solicit nonaccredited investors.

To place

4. Research your options. Make
sure the crowd funding site you
choose meets the requirements of the
CROWDFUND Act. Crowd funding
investments must be solicited through
sites that are registered with the
SEC, conduct background checks on
companies seeking investments, and
screen investors to confirm that they
understand the risks involved.

5. Beware of scams. Interest
in crowd funding is high, and the
CROWDFUND Act is not yet imple-
mented, which means the market is
ripe for scam artists. Be very cautious
about anyone claiming they can help
you raise capital online for a fee.

6. Create a compelling pitch. If
you’re crowd funding donations, your
fund-raising pitch should focus on
emotions and get donors excited about
your business, your product or service
and your entrepreneurial passion. If
you’re crowd funding investments,
your approach should focus on the bot-
tom line and the potential for investors
to make money.

7. Offer rewards. For investors, the
reward is the profit they make from
your company, but for donors, you’ll
need to offer rewards such as prod-
uct samples, T-shirts or promotional
items, or discounts. Develop different
rewards for donors depending on how
much they contribute.

8. Spread the word using social
media, marketing and PR. Don’t limit
your search for funds to the people
who frequent the crowd funding site
you choose. Create an integrated mar-
keting campaign that tells everyone
you are looking for financing—and
makes it simple for them to tell oth-
ers.

9. Create a video. Make your com-
pany stand out from the pack by cre-
ating compelling pitch videos—one
for donors and one for investors. Post
them on your website, the crowd fund-
ing site and YouTube—and increase
your chances of going viral.
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10. Share information. If you crowd
fund investments, the SEC regulates
how you communicate with investors.
Even if you crowd fund donations,
you’ll want to regularly update donors
on how your company is doing, the
progress of your product or service,
and any other news that makes them
feel part of your success.

Rieva Lesonsky is CEO of Grow-
Biz Media, a content and consulting
company that helps entrepreneurs
start and grow their businesses. Be-
fore launching her business, she was

— s itniNuas tra Ol neacion el TerasAhogadas Gaadaialana inl (A .

Editorial Director of Entrepreneur
Magazine. Rieva Lesonsky also works
with the Los Angeles Regional Small
Business Development Center Net-
work. The SBDC is a group of suc-
cessful small business owners helping
fellow entrepreneurs start, sustain,
and grow their business through
low-cost workshops and free one-on-
one consulting in business planning,
finance, marketing, and various other
specialty areas (Spanish speaking
consultants available). To make an

appointment call: (562) 938-5100, or
email: sbdcinfo@lbcc.edu.
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Call Now!!!!
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Business Card Directory

Run your business card for
as little as $25.50 per month.
Contact Maria 562-634-3980
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ARTINEZ Maximan Lﬂ":l" and Deborah j-ﬂﬂ'h"-iﬂﬂ
// DDS. Foucl of° Senior Pastors
G < Email: contacu@LifegateFC.org
15101 Paramount Blvd. arg www. LifegateFC.org
Paramount, CA 90723 16299 S. Paramount Blvd., Paramount, CA 90723 13376 oeney A s Buramnr » CA o 07232417
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MARIA MAC LEAN

Membership Services Director

WwWARD PROPERTIES
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16311 GARFIELD AVE., PARAMOUNT, CA 90723 A Hiomes & Inte<iTIE THE PULSE
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ROSE C. TOWE -~ ; COMMERCE
Maria & Laura AND INDUSTRY
Tel: 562.633.2300 Brokar- O
. ~— PARAMOUNT 15357 Paramount Boulevard
Fax: 562.633.2345 a CHAMBER Paramount, California 90723
www.wardprop.com | [EFHIESR m.u.; fu s N OF COMMERCE 252 634 3980 + Office

Rose@wardprop.com
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Store Manager
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Let Us Promote Your Business
-Become A Member Today-
Paramount Chamber of Commerce

¢ FREE- Advertissment in Pararmnount's Best Read Newspaper
* FREE- Listing on the Paramount Chamber Website

o FREE- Two Listings in the Paramount Business Directory

* FREE- Merber Discount Progrom

562-634-3980

ERALD'S GARAGE, INC.
COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
AUTOS, TRUCKS & R.Y SERVICES &
AJC = BLECTROMIC

EXRCHNE = TRANRSM|ESI0ON K EBULLDNMNG
cpecializing in Fleat Service

Epdenie | M
JOE I'| Ei Bi24 E, alondera Biwd

|SB82) B33-2136 | i Pamarmount, CA 90723

PARAMOUNT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

® Creating a Strong Local Economy
Providing Networking Opportunities

Promoting the Community

Providing Marketing Opportunities
Representing the Interests of Business

And a Whole Lol Mone

Missrom

Open
M-W-Th-F: 9:00 sm to 5:00 pm
Tuesdsy: 9:00 am 4o 3:00 pm

15357 Paramount Blvd.
Paramount, CA 90723

To advance the
Commercial, Financial,

Full Service

Business Resource
Center

Asd

Industrial and Civie |nterest

of our Gommunity.

Ph: 562-634-3980
Fax: 562-634-0891

www._paramounichomber.com |

Free Business
Counseling Available
by Appointment

Make A Difference + Join A Service Club

Serving the community since 1946, the
Paramount Lions have been actively
parficipating in and providing donations
to support local programs such as PEP
(Paramount Education Partnership), Relay
for Life, City of Hope, youth sports, food
banks, and eye care for families in need.

Come join our dedicated
members as we build friendships
and partnerships with a common

goal of giving back to the

community.

dJoin us for lunch: Thursdays --12:30-1:30
Casa Gamino Restaurant
8330 Alondra Blvd.

Google us: Paramount Lions Club
Call us: 562.716.5859

PARAMOUNT
ELKS
LODGE 1804

Serving the community for over fifty vears

Major Sponsor of Dictionaries for 3rd graders PUSD
Monthly/Yearly Scholorships for PHS seniors

Donate to Vets in L.B. Vets Hospital
Meetings every Monday night 730pm

HALL FOR RENT
Weddings * Quinceaneras * Birthdays
Max 250 people

8108 E. Alondra Blvd « 562 633-1804
www.paramountelks.org BT TEE

“4&: Paramount Rotary Club has
served the Community
since 1954

The Rotary Club is an organization of local business and professional peaple who supply
humanitarian assistance fo primarily local residents. Among its many services, the Club’s
members personally provide:

¢ college/technical school scholarships fo graduating Paramount studens,

* dothing fo qualified Paramount children,

* holiday season food and gift support o qualified Paramount families and,

o books and educational materials o Guatemalon students, reconstructive cleft
polate and clubloot surgery to Mexican children.

The Club raises funds for community services through ifs annual Paromount
Rotary Golf Tournament.

The Club meefs af noon every Tuesday at Progress Plaza Park (15500
Downey Ave. for fellowship, lunch and an informational progrom.

Do the Club’s activities sound like fun to you? If so, please be our guest
for lunch. For more information call President John Berg at 562-630-1200 ext.
9 or Secrefary Duane Mahan at 562-634-0234. Please visit our website of
(lubRunner.ca/Paramount . \\Ve hope fo see you soon!




Gateway Business Bank
THIA ‘ \-‘ [< would like to say thanks to all
of our customers for your
business and your referrals.
A ,- We are honored to be able to

serve your personal and

fOI’ lett]_ng us business banking needs.
serve you!

18000 stme’i:-akur‘nuad Sulta 550, Cerritos, CA 90703
\ (562) B09-1473

www.gbbanker.com

Voted Small Business of the Year! N 616 Whittier Bivd. Montebello 90640
-State of California ( e 323.722.2731

Voted Best Wings in LA! .
My Fox LA H,f List AN CF 5 8411 Alondra Blvd. Paramount 90723

Voted Top 10 in BBQ! » - 562-531-4200

-UrbanSpoon.com

: 515 West Main Street Alhambra 91801
Yoted Best Pizza & BBQ! RESTAURANT & GRILL 626-576-7119 |

-TripAdvisor.com A 3

- _ 245 Pine Ave. Long Beach 90802
« Serving the BEST buffalo wings, pizza, and | -y 562-437-2103
East Coast sandwiches this side of New York! v .al wings.comi (Now delivering in the downtown Pine area)






